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INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO ENVIRONMENTAL BRANDING
IN SMES (INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE)

Abstract. The article reveals the importance of the environmental agenda in the conduct of
modern small and medium-sized businesses. It shows the statistics of transition of Kazakhstani
companies to environmental requirements, which cover the change of social and management initia-
tives. International experience of mastering innovative technologies, including the development of
industrial samples with unique environmental parameters, allows us to draw conclusions that small
and medium-sized companies, as the most dynamic entrepreneurial systems, should focus on poten-
tial partners that offer joint technologies. Emphasis is placed on the importance of an environmental
branding system that comes to the forefront of product promotion. An important component of the
forthcoming changes in sectors of the economy dominated by small and medium-sized companies is
the accrued value of human capital, including an ecological culture of consumption. It is concluded
that it is necessary to develop international contacts with business partners, favouring joint envi-
ronmental projects.

Keywords: eco-branding, human capital, small and medium business, innovation, ecological
culture of consumption.
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MHHOBALIMOHHBIE MOIXO/IbI
K DKOJIOTMYECKOMY BPEHJIMHIY
B MAJIOM U CPEJTHEM BU3HECE
(MEZKTYHAPOJHBII OIBIT)

Annomayusa. B cratbe pacKpbIBaIOTCS BOIIPOCHI BAXKHOCTH 3KOJIOTMYECKON MOBECTKU B BEZe-
HUU COBPEMEHHOTO Majloro u cpeaHero ousHeca. [lokazaHna cratucTuka nepexoia Ka3axCTaHCKUX KOM-
MaHUN K SKOJIOTUYECKUM TPeOOBaHUSM, KOTOPbIE OXBATHIBAIOT M3MEHEHUE COLMATLHBIX U YIpaBJIeHYe-
CKUX MHHULMATUB. MEXIyHAPOIHBIM ONBIT OCBOCHMS MHHOBALIMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTMH, BKIIOYas paspa-
OOTKY MPOMBILUIEHHBIX 00Pa31I0B ¢ YHUKAJILHBIMH 3KOJIOTHYECKUMU NTapaMeTpaMu, MO3BOJISET CeIaTh
BBIBOJIBI O TOM, YTO MaJjible ¥ CpeIHIE KOMIIAaHWH, KaK HanOoJjee JUHAMHYHbIE IPeAPUHUMATEILCKUE
CUCTEMBI, JOJIKHBI OPUCHTHUPOBATHECA HAa MMOTCHIUAJIBHBIX MAPTHEPOB, KOTOPHBIC MPEAjiararoT COBMECT-
HBIE TEXHOJIOTUU. AKIICHTUPYETCS] BHUIMaHUE Ha BaKHOCTH CHCTEMBI IKOJIOTUYECKOro OpeHIUHTa, KO-
TOpas BBIXOJAUT HA NEPEAOBBIC MMO3UIIMHU B ITPOJABHIKCHUN TOBAPOB. Baxuas COCTaBJIArOIIasA MpeacToA-
[IMX U3MEHEHH B CEKTOpaxX SKOHOMHUKH, TJie MPEeoONalaloT Majible U CpeIHHE KOMITAaHWH, SBISETCS
HapaIleHHas: CTOMMOCTh YeJIOBEUECKOTO KaluTasa, BKIF0Yast YKOJOTHUECKYIO KYIbTYpy TOTPEOICHNS.
JlenaeTcst BBIBOJ O HEOOXOMMOCTH PA3BUTHSI MEXKITYHAPOIHBIX KOHTAKTOB C MapTHEpaAMH 10 OU3HECY,
oTHaBas MpEAIIOYTCHNA COBMECTHBIM 3KOJIOTHYCCKHUM ITPOCKTaM.

Knroueswie cnosa: 5)XKOOPEHIMHT, YETIOBEUECKUI KalMUTal, MBI U CPeTHUN OM3HEC, MHHO-
BaIlMH, YKOJIOTUYECKAs KyJIbTypa MOTPEOJICHHS.

© Davidenko L. M., Davidenko E. V., 2024.
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Pa3zden 3

Environmental branding in SMEs allows the economy of various industries to
adapt to changes in environmental culture on the part of consumers and producers. In
general, SMEs have favourable characteristics due to their mobility and close dis-
tance to customers and end users [1]. What is the basis for the behaviour of small and
medium-sized companies? Enterprises that produce ecological products and have ob-
tained supporting certificates become the initiators of motivation to motivate the in-
terest of chain trade in sales and setting an adequate price for ecological goods.

What expectations do managers experience from changes in the external envi-
ronment? What influences their behaviour in case of changes that do not always de-
pend on enterprises? Dynamism of external economic factors determines business ac-
tivity of economic entities of Kazakhstan. According to the results of the survey of
managers of 884 industrial enterprises, 1510 trade enterprises, 488 construction en-
terprises in the first quarter of 2024, we can state the imbalance of compliance with
ESG-principles (Table 1).

Table 1
Assessment of ESG-criteria compliance at Kazakhstani enterprises
based on the results of the official survey of managers
in the first quarter of 2024 [2]

Share of answers of managers of

Kazakhstani enterprises in the total
Type of ESG criteria number of respondents, in % Commentary

Compliance Non-compliance

with criteria with criteria
Environmental 25 75 Over half of the
criteria .
Social criteria 34 66 enterprises do not
Corporate adhere_to I_ESG —

o 27 73 criteria

governance criteria

We can state the fact that ESG — transformation of socio-economic systems is a
dynamically transforming global trend. Internal and external economic relations,
management system of production and economic processes, financial and information
technologies have become subject to the laws of «green» economy. Practice shows
that in cases where enterprises build and maintain an effective system of international
economic relations, from the initial stages of the production process to the marketing
and post-sale service of environmental goods [3]. This becomes important when
regulating trade relations, including price distribution of export-import commodity
flows. It is important to note that SMEs are initiators of innovation, including eco-
logical developments and promotion of eco-branding. In particular, among strategic
international partners for joint organisation of cleaner production facilities are part-
ners from the Russian Federation, South Korea, Japan, the USA, the Republic of Bel-
arus and other countries (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Dynamics of foreign industrial design applications in the context of countries of origin,
the Republic of Kazakhstan, application quantity [4]

It can be concluded that innovative approaches to environmental branding are
based on the following positions:

e popularisation of knowledge about domestic environmental products,
“Smart” logistics (digital bots logistics programs), among which func-
tional interconnections of international logistics companies [5];

e a comprehensive green product development process and support for
voluntary communication between consumers and producers [6];

e scientific and technological partnerships in the field of environmental
protection, «green» integration of environmentally friendly industries
with the attraction of “green” credit lines [7].
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JaBuaenko Jlroamuiaa MuxaisioBHa
HAO «TopalrelpoB yHUBEPCUTET,
[TaBnonap, Pecnnyonuka Kazaxcran
Musiiep Makeum AjlekcaHAPOBHY
OMCKnid HAyYHBIN HEHTP

CubupcKoro oTACICHUS

Poccuiickoii akagemun Hayk,

Owmck, Poccuiickas ®enepanms

3KOBPEHIWHI IMPOMBIINIJIEHHOHM MTPOJYKIINU:
CTPYKTYPA HHOPOBOI'O CIIPABOYHHUKA-ITYTEBOAUTEJISA
I YHACTHHUKOB «3EJIEHON» HHTET'PAIIUA

Annomayusn. B cratbe pacKpbIBalOTCS BONPOCHI aKTYaIbHOCTH SKOJIOTHYECKOTO OpEeHIUpPO-
BaHUs MPOMBIIITIECHHONW mpoAyKuuu. [Ipumensiercs KOMOMHUPOBAaHHBIM XapakTep MapUIpyTH3aluu
B3aMMOJICICTBUS yYAaCTHUKOB «3E€JICHON» MHTErPallid C LENbI YCTOMYHMBOIO Pa3BUTHS DKOCUCTE-
MBI MPOMBIIIIEHHOTO pernoHa. Cpeau >1eMeHTOB LU(POBOro CIpaBOYHUKA ONpEENIEHbl TaKue,
KaK BBIOOp THIA «YHUCTOrO» MPOU3BOJICTBA, IITyOMHA MepepaboTKH ChIpbsi, OCHOBHBIE MapTHEPHI U
MX BO3MOKHOCTH O «3€JICHOW» MHTETpaliy, alfOPUTM MOJauM 3asBKH Ha «3€JI€HO0e» (PUHAHCUPO-
BaHUE. AKIIEHTUPYETCS BHUMAHHME HA CUCTEMATU3AllUH MHTEIIEKTYaJbHBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB yIIpaB-
JIEHUS] COBPEMEHHBIMU CHCTEMaMU B YCJIOBUSAX LU(POBHIX BBI30BOB, YTO MOBBIIIAET MapKETHHIO-
BYIO IIPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTh M YKPEIUISIET LENOYKH NPOJABHKEHUS OTeuecTBEHHBIX IT-mpomykTos.
[TomuepkuBalOTCs KOHKYPEHTHBIE IPEUMYILECTBA B OCBOEHUH PHIHKOB «OTBETCTBEHHOI'0» MOTPEO-
JIEHU, KOTOpPbIe CIOCOOHBI 00ECTIEYUTD KU3HECTIOCOOHOCTh OTEUECTBEHHBIX MTPOU3BOIUTENEH.

Knrouesvie cnoga: >KOOpEHIVHT, TEXHOJOTMYECKas HHTErpanus, LudpoBas 3KOHOMHUKA,
VMHHOBAIVH, «3€JIEHasD) UHTETPALIUSL.
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