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POLYETHNIC EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT  
AS THE CONDITION FOR THE FORMATION  
OF ETHNOCULTURAL COMPETENCE

This paper presents a theoretical analysis of the concepts of 
«multicultural education», «polyethnic education» of such authors as  
A. B. Afanasyeva, T. G. Stefanenko, L. Gi and others. The article analyzes 
the psychological and pedagogical literature on the studied problems. The 
problem of formation of ethno-cultural competence among students in a 
multi-ethnic education environment is revealed, as in a multicultural society 
it is important to establish normal inter-ethnic relations and ties. Spatial-
semantic, communicative-organizational, content-methodical structural 
components of a polyethnic education environment are singled out. Also, 
the article considers a polyethnic education environment, which is also a 
condition for the formation of ethno-cultural competence of students, the 
relevance of the issue of the polyethnic education environment influence 
of the university on the individual’s development.

Keywords: education environment, competence approach, polyethnic 
education environment of the university; polyethnic education.

INTRODUCTION
The Republic of Kazakhstan is a multinational country in which representatives of 

various ethnic groups preserve and develop their traditions and cultural characteristics 
while working together to strengthen social unity. 

In this regard, there was a need to educate a socially responsible rising generation 
that can successfully operate in a multiethnic space, promote regeneration of culture of 
different ethnic groups, and preserve their cultural identity. Global experience shows 
that the optimal model of acculturation is integration, preservation of one’s culture 
and mastering the culture of other ethnic groups. Hence the need arises to educate 
and train highly cultured and educated members of society who can live and work in 
a multiethnic environment, capable of combining national and international interests.

Changes in education led, in general, to a change in the educational paradigm, 
goals, content, and, accordingly, the result of education. Ethnocultural competence 
occupies a special place. This term does not have an unambiguous explanation, 
therefore the analysis of the literature made it possible to identify the following 
definitions of the concept of «ethnocultural competence». 

MAIN PART
From the analysis of psychological and pedagogical literature it follows that A. 

B. Afanasieva defines «еthnocultural competence» as an integral property of a person, 
expressed in the totality of representations, knowledge about the native, and also of 
nonnative ethnocultures, their place in the national and world culture, the experience 
of mastering ethnocultural values, ability to dialogue of cultures, their comparison 
which, manifests itself in knowledge, skills, abilities, behavior pattern in a multiethnic 
environment [1]. 

N. M. Lebedeva and T. G. Stefanenko consider «ethnocultural competence» 
as a set of knowledge, representations about other cultures, realized through skills, 
attitudes, behavior patterns that provide effective interaction with representatives of 
these cultures [2]. 

L. V. Konovalova considers «ethnocultural competence», from the point of view 
of pedagogy, as an integrative professional and personal quality of the professional 
and citizen, expressed in the presence of a set of knowledge about the ethnocultural 
reality; tolerant attitudes to communicate with people of different nationalities; ability 
to respond tactfully and sympathetically to the interests and actions of people of other 
ethnic cultures [3]. 

T. V. Poshtareva takes the view that ethnocultural competence is a property of a 
person, expressed in the presence of a set of objective representations and knowledge 
about a particular ethnic culture, realized through skills, abilities and behavior patterns 
that promote effective interethnic understanding and interaction [4]. 

A. N. Nekrasova defines ethnocultural competence as a social and psychological 
property of a person who is ready to enter into interethnic interaction, based on 
awareness, which allows effectively interacting in alien contacts and ensuring optimal 
constructive relationships with representatives of other ethnic groups [5]. 
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Thus, ethnocultural competence is a characteristic, a quality of a person, the 
content of which is not only a set of representations about the specifics of a particular 
culture, but also the ability to apply this knowledge in the practice of interaction with 
representatives of different ethnocultures, taking into account their characteristics. 

From the analysis of scientific sources it follows that such concepts as 
«ethnocultural competence», «tolerance», «multicultural education environment of 
the university», «ethnocultural education environment», «multicultural education», 
«polyethnic education» in their totality reflect the content and specifics of the 
polyethnic education environment. 

A. N. Dzhurinsky considers multicultural environment as a society that 
consists of distinct social groups with a special culture and adopts different 
cultural values [6]. 

According to Ye. A. Pugacheva, «multicultural education environment of 
the university» is «a spiritually rich atmosphere of business and interpersonal 
contacts, which determines the outlook, the style of thinking and behavior of the 
subjects included in it and the stimulating need for them to become а part of the 
nationwide and universal spiritual values» [7, p. 4]. 

The ethnocultural education environment, according to L. I. Lurie, «is 
designed to preserve two trends that are important for the full development of a 
person: the awareness of the national culture of the people and the aspiration to 
enter this world civilization process with this culture» [8, p. 173]. 

T. V. Poshtareva thinks that the concept of «multicultural education» is 
defined by modern science as «... an education that meets not only the interests of 
the ethnos, but also the interests of the state, the entire world community» [9, p. 59]. 

L. Gi considers «multicultural education» as reflecting «understanding and 
worthy evaluation of different cultures and which is adapted to the needs of children 
from different population groups» [10, p. 278]. 

From the point of view of pedagogical research, the pedagogical process is 
studied in a polyethnic education environment: the laws and principles of training 
and education (students of schools, university students); the content of general 
education, the methods and means of teaching, and the forms of organization of 
the education process both at school and at the university [11]. 

Besides the point, we should add that the study of certain aspects of the 
environmental problem was dealt with, first of all, by the such pedagogues as  
M. N. Skatkin, T. N. Malkova, V. G. Bocharova and others [12]. 

In our opinion, the polyethnic education environment of the university is a 
part of the education environment, which is a set of conditions that influence the 
formation of a person, ready for effective interethnic interaction, preserving its 
ethnic identity and seeking to understand other ethnocultures. In principle, this 

is a space for positive educational interaction between individuals and groups 
representing different ethnic groups. 

Thereby, the analysis of research results on the problems of comprehension 
and description of the education environment allows us to distinguish as structural 
components of the multiethnic education environment of the university the following:

– a space-semantic component aimed at satisfying and developing cognitive, 
cultural and educational needs of the subjects of the education process, developing 
their creative potential in the field of interests related to ethno-cultures;

– communicative-organizational component, which provides for the formation 
of a positive social and psychological climate, an inviting atmosphere and shared 
responsibility, contributing to the person’s self-development and the expansion of 
experience in interethnic interaction;

– content-methodical component, taking into account the features of polyethnic 
education, its main ideas and directions [13]. 

CONCLUSION
In that context, ethno-cultural competence is the key competence of the teacher, 

allowing in close connection with ethnic identity and ethnic tolerance, to achieve 
an understanding of various behaviors of representatives of different ethnocultures, 
harmonizing the various interests and points of view inherent in representatives of these 
cultures. To lay the foundations of ethnocultural competence in the younger generation, 
to form their readiness, aspiration and ability to use adequate models of interaction with 
representatives of various ethnocultures, taking into account the specificity of their culture, 
to establish interaction based on trust and mutual understanding. This makes it possible for 
each representative of a particular ethnoculture to expand his representations, knowledge, 
personal experience of interaction with representatives of different entocultures. 
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Бұл жұмыста А. Б. Афанасьева, Т. Г. Стефаненко, Л. Ги және басқа 
авторлардың «көп мәдениетті білім беру», «полиэтникалық білім беру» 
ұғымдарының теориялық талдауы келтірілген. Мақалада зерттелетін 
мәселелер бойынша психологиялық-педагогикалық әдебиеттердің 
талдауы жүргізіледі. Көп ұлтты білім беру ортасында білім алушылар 
арасында этномәдени құзыреттілікті қалыптастыру мәселесі 
анықталады, өйткені көп мәдениетті қоғамда қалыпты этносаралық 
қатынастар мен байланыстарды орнату маңызды болып саналады. 
Полиэтникалық білім беру ортасының кеңістіктік-семантикалық, 
коммуникативті-ұйымдастырушылық, мазмұндық-әдістемелік 
құрылымдық компоненттері анықталған. Сонымен қатар, мақалада 
білім алушылардың этномәдени құзыреттілігін қалыптастырудың 
талаптары болып табылатын полиэтникалық білім беру ортасы, 
университеттің полиэтникалық білім беру ортасының жеке тұлғаның 
дамуына әсер ету мәселесінің өзектілігі қарастырылады.

В настоящей работе представлен теоретический анализ 
понятий «поликультурное образование», «мультикультурное 
образование», «полиэтническое образование» таких авторов, как 
А. Б. Афанасьева, Т. Г. Стефаненко, Л. Ги и др. В статье дается 
анализ психолого-педагогической литературы по исследуемой 
проблематике. Раскрывается проблема формирования этнокультурной 
компетентности у обучающихся в полиэтнической образовательной 
среде, так как в поликультурном обществе немаловажным является 
установление нормальных межэтнических отношений и связей. 
Выделены пространственно-семантический, коммуникативно-
организационный, содержательно-методический структурные 
компоненты полиэтнической образовательной среды. Также в 
статье рассматривается полиэтническая образовательная среда, 
которая тоже является условием формирования этнокультурной 
компетентности обучающихся, актуальность вопроса о влиянии 
полиэтнической образовательной среды вуза на развитие личности. 
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